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April, IB99, when he became connected with the Philadelphia 
National Bank. He remained there until March, 1904, when 
he accepted a position in the treasurer's office of "The Lehigh 
Coal and Navigation Company," which he still (1905) holds. 

He married, June 2d, 1900, Laura Corse Pitfield, a 
sister of his brother-in-law, Dr. Pitfield. Mrs. Starin was born 
November 30th, 1873, in Germantown, Pennsylvania. She 
was brought up in the Society of Friends, but after her 
marriage united with the Presbyterian Church. Her mother, 
Frances Pleasants Pitfield, was the daughter of Caleb and 
Martha (Reeve) Pleasants, both of whose ancestors had been 
Friends for many generations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur N. Starin have one son: 
Henry Gaylord, Jr., born November 11th, 1902. 

VIII. FREDERICK BARNARD WHITE. 

Frederick Barnard, fifth son and eleventh child of 
Norman White and only child of Anna Hale (Barnard) White, 
was born at No. 2 West Thirty-sixth Street, New York, 
February lith, 1862. 

He prepared for college in New York and graduated 
at Princeton University in 1883. 

Early in his college course, he became interested in the 
study of architecture, and spent all of his spare hours in reading 
upon the subject. Having, as it proved, great natural ability 
in the direction of this branch of art, coupled with a practical 
and forceful character, he commenced, while still an under­
graduate, to practice in what soon proved to be his chosen 
profession. 

Sundry small commissions in connection with altera­
tions and improvements of buildings at Princeton came to his 
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hand, and by the knowledge he had acquired, not only from 
books, but practically from all sorts of manufacturers and 
artizans, he was able to carry these out satisfactorily, and to 
open a way to larger work. In his junior year he received 
his first actual commission, involving the enlargement of a 
hotel, and the building of a cottage. 

Upon graduating, he became a pupil of Professor Ware 
of Columbia College, and also entered the office of Potter, 
Robertson & Lord, to perfect himself in the routine of his 
professional work. 

He soon opened an office of his own, and almost 
immediately obtained commissions which fully occupied all of 
his time. 

In October, 1884, he was elected a member of the 
American Institute of Architects, probably the youngest 
candidate ever admitted. 

During the following year, commissions were constant, 
and work pressed heavily upon him. His strength and vital 
energy were too heavily taxed, but, like many another 
ax:nbitious and conscientious youth, he did not recognize the 
fact that his health was being surely and rapidly undermined. 

In December, 1885, he was prostrated with an attack 
of pneumonia, and from that date he rapidly failed, until May 
22d, 1886, when he passed away, at the early age of twenty­
four. 

Few young men have made such rapid progress in 
professional work as was permitted to him. Not only had he 
designed and built a large number of cottages and several 
more pretentious buildings, but his work from its artistic 
merit had attracted the attention of men prominent in his 
profession. 

His drawings were exhibited at the Salmagundi, the 
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Academy and the Architectural League exhibitions, and the 
winter before his death the Boston Art Club had requested 
the loan of his Academy pictures for the spring exhibition, 
when they were noticed with commendation. The following 
record upon the minutes of the Architectural League indicates 
the esteem in which he was held: 

'The Architectural League of New York is, with sorrow, called 
upon to record the loss of a gifted and promising member, Frederick 
B. White, whose high ideals and singularly bright and attractive nature 
had earned for him the respect and affection of those who knew him. 
While yet a student at Princeton College, and without any special 
architectural training, he gave indications of unusual fitness for the 
proiession he chose, and into the independent practice of which 
circumstances forced him at an earlier age than he would himself, 
perhaps, have chosen. At the age of twenty-five, and only three years 
after he had bid adieu to his Alma Mater, he had already designed 
and executed, besides many smaller buildings, a number of important 
works. the excellent qualities of which seemed to promise a brilliant 
future. In his death the profession loses a practitioner who took a 
serious and lofty view of his art, and the League a brilliant member." 

In another notice of his death, the following words are 
used: 

"To the manual dexterity of the draughtsman and the inven­
tiveness of the designer, he added the judgment of the man of culture 
and the organizing ability of the man of affairs, and so seemed to 
possess most of the qualities which the true architect should have. 
His professional enthusiasms were justly balanced, and the standard 
by which he measured his own work a high one. 

"His remarkable success in the practice of his profession was 
due partly to his amiability and winning manners, which won for him 
a host of friends and clients, and also to his indOefatigable industry, 
natural taste and special aptitude for construction. 

"So far as he had gone, he was master of his profession, and 
the self-confidence that this gave, united with a naturally decisive 
temper, Inspired in his clients the great personal confidence and respect 
which lay at the bottom of his success. This was enhanced by the 

Digitized by Google 



154 Descendants of Norman White. 

orderly way he conducted his affairs and the carefully elaborated 
system upon which his office was carried on. 

"His ability and force, and the capacity for enjoyment that 
made it delightful to have to do with him in any of the relations of 
life, admirable as they were, are hardly to be held up for imitation, 
for these things are gifts of nature. But in his modesty, high­
mindedness, perfect truthfttlness and sincerity, and in the generous 
pursuit of every means of self-improvement, he was a model and 
an example." 

Reviewing this account of the descendants of Norman 
White, we find that to the present time (1905) they have 
numbered eighty-three, viz., eleven children, thirty-two grand­
children, and forty great-grandchildren. If to this number 
we add the names of those who have married descendants­
viz., twenty-one-the total is one hundred and four. 

As illustrative of the interweaving of the ancestral lines 
of New England families, to which reference has been 
previously made, it is interesting to notice that in at least 
seven different instances of marriages above recorded, the 
husband and wife find themselves descended from a common 
ancestor. 

I. Norman White's first wife, Mary Abiah Dodge, 
through her mother was the great-great-granddaughter of the 
Rev. Aaron Porter, who was directly descended from John 
Porter of Windsor, Connecticut, whose wife was Anna White, 
daughter of Robert White of Messing, England. 

2. Benjamin Lee and Emma Hale White were both, 
through different lines, great-great-grandchildren of Joel 
White, of Bolton, Connecticut. 

3. Charles Coit Johnson, through his great-great­
grandmother, Lydia Cleveland, was descended from Moses 
Oeveland, who was an ancestor in the same degree of Julia 
Cleveland White, his wife. 
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4. Georgiana Starin, wife of Charles Trumbull White, 
through her grandmother, Chloe Gaylord, was descended, 
through both William Gaylord and John Crow, from Robert 
White, both of them having married granddaughters of his. 

5. Henry Gaylord Starin, who . married Grace Stanley 
White, held to her the same relationship. 

6. In the next generation, Sophie Douglass Young, 
who married Gaylord S. White, was, through her father, 
descended from James Hyde, who was also, as a great-grand­
father of Mary Abiah Dodge, an ancester of Gaylord's. 

7. Frank Gardner Moore, who married Anna Barnard 
White, was, through his mother, descended from William 
Gaylord, who married Anna Porter, a daughter of John Porter, 
who married Anna, daughter of Robert White. 

In closing this record of ancestral lines, the Editor may 
be permitted to express the hope, which he is confident will be 
echoed by all of his kinsmen and kinswomen, that it may not 
be without value as an encouragement and incentive in the 
lives of those who now are, or who may be hereafter, numbered 
among the descendants of 

NORMAN WHITE. 
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